DOCUMENT RESUME 



UD 035 899 

DeNavas-Walt , Carmen; Cleveland, Robert W. ; Webster, Bruce 
H., Jr. 

Income in the United States: 2002. Current Population 
Reports. Consumer Income. 

Bureau of the Census (DOC), Suitland, MD. 

P60-221 

2003-09-00 

36p. ; For the Census report, "Poverty in the United States: 
2002, " see UD 035 898 . 

Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, 
Mail Stop SSOP, Washington, DC 20402-0001. Tel: 202-512-1800; 
Tel: 866-512-1800 (Toll Free); Fax: 202-512-2250; Web site: 
http://www.bookstore.gpo.gov. For full text: 
http : / /www. census . gov/hhes /www/ income02 . html . 

Numerical/Quantitative Data (110) — Reports - Research (143) 
EDRS Price MF01/PC02 Plus Postage. 

^Economic Research; Economically Disadvantaged; Ethnic 
Origins; Family Financial Resources; ^Family Income; 

* Poverty; Racial Differences; Socioeconomic Status 
Current Population Survey; Median (Statistics) 



Using data from the 2003 Current Population Survey Annual 
Social and Economic Supplement, this study found that real median household 
money income declined by 1.1 percent between 2001-2002 to $42,409. Real 
median household income was unchanged between 2001-2002 for three of four 
alternative income definitions. The fourth, real median household income less 
taxes, declined 0.8 percent. Real median household money income declined for 
all race groups except those with a white or Asian householder. Under the 
alternative income definitions, most groups experienced no change. The real 
median money income of both family and nonfamily households declined between 
2001-2002. The real median money income of households declined in the midwest 
for the second consecutive year, to $43, 622, while it remained unchanged in 
other regions. For the second consecutive year, real median money income 
declined for households inside metropolitan areas. Per capita income declined 
by 1.8 percent, in real terms, between 2001-2002, to $22,794. Comparing 2000- 
2001 with 2001-2002 average medians, the real median household income rose 
for one state (Oklahoma) and declined for 10 states and the District of 
Columbia. Both the Gini index of -income inequality and quintile shares of 
aggregate income indicated no change in household money inequality between 
2001-2002, but income inequality declined between 2001-2002 under each of the 
four alternative income definitions. An appendix includes historical income 
data tables. (SM) 



ED 481 479 

AUTHOR 

TITLE 

INSTITUTION 
REPORT NO 
PUB DATE 
NOTE 

AVAILABLE FROM 



PUB TYPE 
EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



IDENTIFIERS 

ABSTRACT 




Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 
from the original document. 



D 035 899 



~ Income in 

| the United States: 2002 



P60-22 1 




U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
Office of Educational Research and Improvement 
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION 
j / CENTER (ERIC) 

if This document has been reproduced as 
received from the person or organization 
originating it. 

□ Minor changes have been made to 
improve reproduction quality. 



Points of view or opinions stated in this 
document do not necessarily represent 
official OERI position or policy. 



Current Population Reports 

itemumer (kcame 



Carmen DeNavas-Walr 
Robert" W. Cleveland 
Bruce H. Webster, Jr. 






Demographic Programs 



ERjt 



USCENSUS BUREAU 

Helping You Make Informed Decisions 






U.S. Department of Commerce 
Economics and Statistics Administration 
U.S. CENSUS BUREAU 




BEST COPY AVAILABLE 






Acknowledgments 



O 

ERIC 



This report was prepared under the direction of Edward J. 

Welniak Jr., Chief of the Income Surveys Branch. Diana Marz and 
Ruth E. Davis provided statistical assistance. Doris Sansbury pro- 
vided clerical assistance. Charles T. Nelson, Assistant Division 
Chief for Income, Poverty, and Health Statistics, Housing and 
Household Economic Statistics Division, provided overall direction. 

David Nguyen and John Dinh, Demographic Surveys Division, 
processed the Current Population Survey 2003 Annual Social and 
Economic Supplement file. Caroline S. Carbaugh, Chief of the 
Survey Processing Branch, Stacy J. Lyons, Mary Thrift Bush, Kirk 
E. Davis, Jaime L. Hasiuk, and Thy K. Le programmed the 
detailed tables. 

Aneesah Stephenson of the Demographic Statistical Methods 
Division conducted sampling review. 

Tim J. Marshall, Demographic Surveys Division, and Andrew M. 
Stevenson, Technologies Management Office, prepared and pro- 
grammed the computer-assisted interviewing instrument used to 
conduct the Annual Social and Economic Supplement. 

U.S. Census Bureau field representatives and telephone interviewers 
collected the data. Without their dedication, the preparation of this 
report or any report from the Current Population Survey would be 
impossible. 

Greg Carroll, Penny Heiston, Jan Sweeney, and Mary Stinson of 

the Administrative and Customer Services Division, Walter C. Odom, 
Chief, provided publications and printing management, graphics 
design and composition, and editorial review for print and electronic 
media. General direction and production management were provided 
by Susan L. Rappa, Chief, Publications Services Branch. 



r+ 



J 



Income in the 
United States: 2002 



issued spprpmhpr ?fi03 

P60-221 




U.S. Department of Commerce 
Donald L. Evans, 

Secretary 

Samuel W. Bodman, 

Deputy Secretary 

Economics and Statistics Administration 
Kathleen B. Cooper, 

Under Secretary for Economic Affairs 

U.S. CENSUS BUREAU 
Charles Louis Kincannon, 

Director 



ERjt 



4 



Suggested Citation 

DeNavas-Wait, Carmen, 
Robert Cleveland and Bruce H. 
Webster.Jr., U.S. Census Bureau, 
Current Population Reports, P60-221, 
Income in the United States: 2002 , 
U.S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington, DC, 
2003. 



• M# 

ECONOMICS 
AND STATISTICS 
ADMINISTRATION 

Economics and Statistics 
Administration 

Kathleen B. Cooper, 

Under Secretary for Economic Affairs 




U.S. CENSUS BUREAU 

Charles Louis Kincannon, 

Director 

Hermann Habermann, 

Deputy Director and Chief Operating Officer 

Vacant, 

Principal Associate Director for Programs 

Nancy M. Cordon, 

Associate Director for Demographic Programs 

Daniel H. Weinberg, 

Chief, Housing and Household Economic Statistics Division 



For sale by the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office 
Internet: bookstore.gpo.gov Phone: toll-free 866-5 1 2- 1 800; DC area 202-5 1 2- 1 800 
Fax; 202-512-2250 Mail: Stop SSOP, Washington. DC 20402-0001 




BEST COPY AVAILABLE 




Contents 



TEXT 

Introduction 1 

Highlights 1 

income in the United States 2 

Race and Hispanic Origin 2 

Income During Recessions 7 

Other Findings 7 

Household Composition 7 

Nativity 8 

Regions 8 

Residence 8 

Work Experience and Earnings 10 

Per Capita income 11 

State Income 11 

Income Inequality 14 

The Effects of Including Noncash Benefits and Taxes on 
Estimates of income 15 

CPS Data Collection 16 

User Comments 16 



TEXT TABLES 

1. Household income by Race and Hispanic Origin and 



Income Definition: 2001 and 2002 3 

2. Change in Real Median Household Income During Recessions 

by Income Definition 7 

3. Comparison of Summary Measures of Money Income and 

Earnings by Selected Characteristics: 2001 and 2002 9 

4. Per Capita Money Income by Race and Hispanic Origin: 

2001 and 2002 11 

5. Money Income of Households by State Using 2- and 

3-Year-Average Medians 12 

6. Median Household Income by Income Definition: 2001 and 2002 . . 14 

7. Percentage of Aggregate Household Income Received by 

Income Quintiles and Gini Index by income Definition: 

2001 and 2002 15 



FIGURES 

1 . Median Household income by Race and Hispanic Origin of 



Householder and Income Definition: 2002 6 

2. Median Household Income by Income Definition: 1967 to 2002 . . 8 

3. Median Earnings of Full-Time, Year-Round Workers 1 5 Years 

Old and Over by Sex: 1 967 to 2002 10 

4. Percent Change in 2-Year- Average Median Household Income 

by State: 2001-2002 Less 2000-2001 13 




U.S. Census Bureau 



6 



Income in the United States: 2002 iii 



Appendix A. 

HISTORICAL INCOME 



A-l. Households by Total Money Income, Race, and Hispanic 

Origin of Householder: 1 967 to 2002 17 

A-2. Median Household Income for Selected Definitions of Income by 

Race and Hispanic Origin of Householder: 1 979 to 2002 22 

A-3. Share of Aggregate Income Received by Each Fifth and 

Top 5 Percent of Households: 1 967 to 2002 2 5 

A-4. Selected Measures of Household Income Dispersion: 

1967 to 2002 26 




7 



Income in the United States: 2002 



INTRODUCTION 

The 2002 median household money 
income in the United States was 
$42,409, representing a 1.1 percent 
real decline from its 2001 level of 
$42,900.' By type of residence, the 
decline in median household money 
income was experienced mainly by 
households in metropolitan areas. 
Both family and nonfamily house- 
holds also experienced declines in 
money income. In contrast, both 
men and women who were full- 
time, year-round workers in 2002 
experienced increases in their medi- 
an earnings. Income inequality as 
measured by money income did 
not change. 

Traditionally, income data in 
Census Bureau reports have been 
based on the amount of money 
people or households receive dur- 
ing a calendar year. This income 



1 Ail income values are in 2002 dollars. 
Changes in real income refer to comparisons 
after adjusting for inflation. The percentage 
changes in prices between earlier years and 
2002 were computed by dividing the annual 
average Consumer Price Index for 2002 by 
the annual average for earlier years. The 
CPI-U values for 1947 to 2002 are available 
on the Internet at: www.census.gov/hhes 
/income/income02/cpiurs.html\ click on 
"Annual Average Consumer Price Index 
(CPI-U-RS): 1947 to 2002." Inflation between 
2001 and 2002 was 1.6 percent. 



concept is limited and does not 
provide a completely satisfactory 
measure of economic well-being. 
For example, it does not include 
the effect of taxes and, therefore, 
does not reflect the effect of tax 
law changes on economic well- 
being. Similarly, this concept 
excludes the effect of noncash 
benefits (such as employer-provid- 
ed group health insurance, food 
stamps, school lunches, and hous- 
ing assistance), which certainly 
enhance economic well-being. 

This report features four alterna- 
tive income measures that deduct 
payroll, federal, and state income 
taxes and includes the value of 
various noncash benefits — food 
stamps, school lunches, housing 
subsidies, health programs, and 
return on home equity. Of these 
four alternative income definitions, 
only one showed a real decline in 
median household income between 
2001 and 2002 — money income 
less taxes declined 0.8 percent 
from $37,376 to $37,066. The 
other three were unchanged. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

Most of the estimates described in 
this section are shown in Table 1, 



Table 3, Table 7, and Appendix 
Table A-l ; the estimates for states 
are shown in Table 5. 

■ Real median household money 
income declined by 1 .1 percent 
between 2001 and 2002 to a 
level of $42,409. This is the 
second consecutive annual 
decline in median household 
money income. 

■ Real median household income 
was unchanged between 2001 
and 2002 for three of the four 
alternative income definitions 
highlighted in this report. The 
fourth, real median household 
income less taxes, declined 
0.8 percent. 

» Real median household money 
income declined for all race 
groups except those with a 
White or Asian (and no other 
race) householder. However, 
under the alternative income 
definitions, most groups experi- 
enced no change. Only house- 
holds with householders who 
were Asian or Native Hawaiian 
and Other Pacific Islander expe- 
rienced a real decline in median 
household income. 



Source of Estimates; Statistical Accuracy 

The estimates in this report are based on data col- 
lected by the 2003 Current Population Survey 
Annual Social and Economic Supplement (ASEC was 
formerly called the Annual Demographic 
Supplement or the March Income Supplement) con- 
ducted by the U.S. Census Bureau. As with all sur- 
veys, the estimates may differ from the actual 



values because of sampling variation or other fac- 
tors. All statements in this report have undergone 
statistical testing, and all comparisons are signifi- 
cant at the 90-percent confidence level unless other- 
wise noted. For further information about the 
source and accuracy of the estimates, go to 
www.census.gov/hhes/income/income02.sa.pdf. 
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■ The real median money income 
of both family and nonfamily 
households declined between 
2001 and 2002. Overall, family 
household income dropped 

0.8 percent to $52,704. 
Nonfamily households experi- 
enced a decline of 2.4 percent 
to $25,406. 

■ The real median money income 
of households in the Midwest 
declined, for the second consec- 
utive year, to $43,622. The 
incomes of households in the 
other regions remained 
unchanged. 

■ For the second consecutive year, 
real median money income 
declined for households inside 
metropolitan areas, by 1 .5 per- 
cent, to $45,257. 

■ Per capita money income 
declined by 1.8 percent, in real 
terms, between 2001 and 2002 
to $22,794. This is the first 
annual decline in per capita 
income since 1 991 . 

■ Based on comparisons of 2-year- 
average medians (comparing 
2000-2001 with 2001-2002), 
real median household income 
rose for one state (Oklahoma), 
and declined for ten states and 
the District of Columbia. Four 
of the states that experienced 
declines were in the Midwest 
(Illinois, Michigan, Missouri, and 
Ohio), three in the South 
(Florida, Mississippi, and North 
Carolina), and three in the West 
(Hawaii, Nevada, and Oregon). 

■ Both the Gini index of income 
inequality and the quintile 
shares of aggregate income indi- 
cated no change in household 
money income inequality 
between 2001 and 2002, but 
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What are. . - definitions of income? 

Money Income (Ml) is collected for all people in the sample 1 5 years 
old and over. Money income includes earnings, unemployment com- 
pensation, workers’ compensation, social security, supplemental 
security income, public assistance, veterans’ payments, survivor ben- 
efits, pension or retirement income, interest, dividends, rents, royal- 
ties, income from estates, trusts, educational assistance, alimony, 
child support, assistance from outside the household, and other mis- 
cellaneous sources. It is income before deductions for taxes or other 
expenses and does not include lump-sum payments or capital gains. 

Ml - Tx is money income plus realized capital gains (losses), less 
federal and state income taxes, and less payroll taxes. 

Ml - Tx + NIC - MM is money income, plus realized capital gains 
(losses), less federal and state income taxes, less payroll taxes, plus 
the value of employer-provided health benefits and the value of all 
noncash transfers except medicare and medicaid. Noncash transfers 
include food stamps, rent subsidies, and free and reduced-price 
school lunches. 

Ml - Tx + NC is money income plus realized capital gains (losses), 
less federal and state income taxes, less payroll taxes, plus the value 
of employer-provided health benefits and ail noncash transfers. 

Ml - Tx + NC + HE is money income plus realized capital gains 
(losses), less federal and state income taxes, less payroll taxes, plus 
the value of employer-provided health benefits and all noncash trans- 
fers, plus the annual benefits of converting one’s home equity into 
an annuity, net of property taxes. 



income inequality declined 
between 2001 and 2002 under 
each of the four alternative 
income definitions. 

INCOME IN THE 
UNITED STATES 

Real median money income 
declined 1.1 percent between 2001 
and 2002 to $42,409. Under alter- 
native income definition Ml-Tx, 
median household income was 
$37,066, 0.8 percent lower in real 
terms than its 2001 level (see, 
“What are . . . definitions of 
income?”). None of the other alter- 
native income definitions showed a 
statistically significant change from 



2001. For income definition Ml- 
Tx+NC-MM, 2002 median house- 
hold income was $39,426, for defi- 
nition MI-Tx+NC, it was $42,061, 
and for definition MI-Tx+NC+HE, it 
was $43,760. 

Race and Hispanic Origin 

The money income definition 
shows that real median income did 
not change between 2001 and 
2002 for households with a non- 
Hispanic householder who report- 
ed White as his or her only race 
category and households with 
householders who reported Asian 
as his or her only race category. 
Real median household income 
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Table 1 , 

Household Income by Race and Hispanic Origin and Income Definition: 2001 and 2002 



{See text for comparability issues regarding 2001 and 2002 race data using single and multiple race reporting methods. Households as of 
March of the following year) 



Race and Hispanic origin 


2001 


Race and Hispanic origin 


2002 


Percent 
change 
in real 
income 
2002 
less 
2001 


90-percent 
confi- 
dence 
interval 1 
(±) of 
percent 
change 


Number 

(thousands) 


Median income 
(in 2002 dollars) 


Number 

(thousands) 


Median income 


Value 

(dollars) 


90-percent 
confi- 
dence 
interval 1 
(± dollars) 


Value 

(dollars) 


90-percent 
confi- 
dence 
interval 1 
(± dollars) 


MONEY INCOME (Ml) 




















All races 


109,297 


42,900 


215 


All races 


111.278 


42,409 


229 


*-1.1 


0.6 


White 


90,682 


45,225 


349 


White alone or in combination . . . 


92,740 


44,964 


319 


-0.6 


0.8 










White alone 2 


91,645 


45,086 


301 


-0.3 


0.8 


White, not Hispanic 


80,818 


47,041 


321 


White alone, not Hispanic 


81,166 


46,900 


303 


-0.3 


0.8 


Black 


13,315 


29,939 


581 


Black alone or in combination .... 


13,778 


29,177 


632 


*-2.5 


2.3 










Black alone 3 


13,465 


29,026 


643 


*-3.0 


2.3 


Asian and Pacific Islander 


4,071 


54,488 


2,139 


Asian alone or in combination. . . . 


4,079 


52,285 


1,301 


*^.0 


3.7 










Asian alone 4 


3,917 


52,626 


1,515 


-3.4 


3.8 










Asian, Native Hawaiian and Other 




















Pacific Islander, atone or in com- 




















bination 


4,371 


52,018 


1,091 


'-4.5 


3.6 










Asian and/or Native Hawaiian and 




















Other Pacific Islander 5 


4,164 


52,291 


1,288 


*-4.0 


3.7 


Hispanic origin (of any race) 


10,499 


34,099 


712 


Hispanic origin (of any race) 


11,339 


33,103 


793 


*-2.9 


2.1 


Ml - Tx (MONEY INCOME PLUS 




















REALIZED CAPITAL GAINS 




















(LOSSES), LESS INCOME AND 




















PAYROLL TAXES) 




















All races 


109,297 


37,376 


201 


All races 


111,278 


37,066 


199 


*-0.8 


0.6 


White 


90,682 


38,991 


232 


White atone or in combination . . . 


92,740 


38,764 


224 


-0.6 


0.7 










White atone 2 


91,645 


38,857 


227 


-0.3 


0.7 


White, not Hispanic 


80,818 


40,254 


247 


White alone, not Hispanic .... 


81,166 


40,212 


253 


-0.1 


0.7 


Black 


13,315 


26,613 


447 


Black alone or in combination. . . . 


13,778 


26,288 


400 


-1.2 


1.8 










Black alone 3 


13,465 


26,168 


405 


-1.7 


1.8 


Asian and Pacific Islander 


4,071 


45,360 


1,328 


Asian alone or in combination. . . . 


4,079 


43,803 


1,270 


*-3.4 


3.2 










Asian alone 4 


3.917 


44,080 


1,286 


-2.8 


3.2 










Asian, Native Hawaiian and Other 




















Pacific Islander, alone or in com- 




















bination 


4,371 


43,482 


1,194 


*-4.1 


3.1 










Asian and/or Native Hawaiian and 




















Other Pacific Islander 5 


4,164 


43,779 


1,221 


*-3.5 


3.1 


Hispanic origin (of any race) 


10,499 


30,607 


507 


Hispanic origin (of any race) 


11,339 


30,291 


479 


- 1.0 


1.5 



See footnotes at end of table. 



declined for each of the remaining 
race groups and for households of 
Hispanic origin. 2 



1 Because Hispanics may be of any race, 
data in this report for Hispanics overlap with 

data for racial groups. Hispanic origin was 

reported by 11.4 percent of White house- 

holders who reported only one race; 3.5 per- 
cent for Black householders who reported 
only one race: 27.3 percent for American 

Indian or Alaska Native householders who 
reported only one race; 1.4 percent for Asian 
householders who reported only one race; 



The money income definition shows 
that real median income declined 
by 2.5 percent for households with 

and 1 9.0 percent for Native Hawaiian and 
Other Pacific Islander householders who 
reported only one race. Data users should 
exercise caution when interpreting aggregate 
results for the Hispanic population or for 
race groups because these populations con- 
sist of many distinct groups that differ in 
socio-economic characteristics, culture, and 
recency of immigration. Data were first col- 
lected for Hispanics in 1972 and Asians and 
Pacific Islanders in 1987. 



householders who reported his or 
her race was Black (and may or may 
not have reported another race) and 
by 3.0 percent for households with 
householders who reported Black as 
his or her only race. Real median 
income declined by 4.0 percent for 
households with householders who 
reported only Asian or Asian and 
another race and by 4.5 percent for 
households with householders who 
reported his or her race as either 
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Table 1 . 

Household Income by Race and Hispanic Origin and Income Definition: 2001 and 
2002— Con. 

(See text for comparability issues regarding 2001 and 2002 race data using single and multiple race reporting methods. Households as of 
March of the following year) 





2001 




2002 






Race and Hispanic origin 




Median income 
(in 2002 dollars) 


Race and Hispanic origin 




Median income 


Percent 


90-percent 






90-percent 






90-percent 


change 


confi- 










in real 


dence 








confi- 








confi- 


income 


interval 1 








dence 








dence 


2002 


(±) of 




Number 


Value 


interval 1 




Number 


Value 


interval 1 


less 


percent 




(thousands) 


(dollars) 


(± dollars) 




(thousands) 


(dollars) 


(± dollars) 


2001 


change 


Ml - Tx + NC - MM (MONEY 




















INCOME PLUS REALIZED 
CAPITAL GAINS (LOSSES), 
LESS INCOME AND PAYROLL 
TAXES, PLUS VALUE OF 
EMPLOYER-PROVIDED 
HEALTH BENEFITS AND ALL 
NONCASH TRANSFERS 
EXCEPT MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID) 






















109,297 

90,682 


39,553 

41,218 


217 


Alt r»rp«4 


111,278 

92,740 


39,426 

41,173 


219 

237 


-0.3 

-0.1 


0.6 

0.7 


White 


247 


White alone or in combination . . . 










White alone" 


91,645 

81,166 


41,272 

42,623 


239 


0.1 


0.7 


White, not Hispanic 


80,818 


42,521 


266 


White alone, not Hispanic . . . 


276 


0.2 


0.7 


Black 


13,315 


28,748 


462 


Black alone or in combination. . . . 


13.778 


28,467 


434 


-1.0 


1.8 










Black alone 3 


13,465 

4,079 


28,338 

47,252 


443 


-1.4 


1.8 


Asian and Pacific Islander 


4,071 


48.287 


1,219 


Asian alone or in combination. . . . 


1,209 


-2.1 


2.8 










Asian alone 4 


3,917 


47,501 


1,260 


-1.6 


2.9 










Asian, Native Hawaiian and Other 










Pacific Islander, alone or in com- 
bination 


4,371 


46,829 


1,124 


*-3.0 


2.7 










Asian and/or Native Hawaiian and 




















Other Pacific Islander 5 


4,164 


47,109 


1,183 


-2.4 


2.8 


Hispanic origin (of any race) 


10,499 


32,678 


497 


Hispanic origin (of any race) 


11,339 


32,651 


485 


-0.1 


1.4 


Ml - Tx + NC (MONEY INCOME 




















PLUS REALIZED CAPITAL 




















GAINS (LOSSES). LESS 
INCOME AND PAYROLL TAXES, 




















PLUS VALUE OF EMPLOYER- 
PROVIDED HEALTH BENEFITS 
AND ALL NONCASH 
TRANSFERS) 




















All races 


109,297 


42,194 


212 


All races 


111,278 


42,061 


201 


-0.3 


0.6 


White 


90,682 


43,860 


240 


White alone or in combination . . . 


92,740 


43,767 


229 


-0.2 


0.6 










White alone 2 


91,645 

81,166 


43,871 

45,203 


232 


_ 


0.6 


White, not Hispanic 


80,818 


45,171 


253 


White alone, not Hispanic . . . 


255 


0.1 


0.6 


Black 


13,315 


31,002 


457 


Black alone or in combination. . . . 


13,778 

13,465 

4,079 


30.698 
30,576 

48.698 


475 


-1.0 


1.7 




Black alone 3 


477 


-1.4 


1.7 


Asian and Pacific Islander 


4,071 


49,913 


1,265 


Asian alone or in combination. . . . 


1,163 


-2.4 


2.7 










Asian alone 4 


3,917 


48,954 


1,189 


-1.9 


2.8 










Asian, Native Hawaiian and Other 










Pacific Islander, alone or in com- 
bination 


4,371 


43,303 


1,156 


*-3.2 


2.7 










Asian and/or Native Hawaiian and 




















Other Pacific Islander 5 


4,164 


48,596 


1,181 


-2.6 


2.8 


Hispanic origin (of any race) 


10,499 


34,939 


546 


Hispanic origin (of any race) 


11,339 


34,633 


475 


-0.9 


1.4 



See footnotes at end of table. 



Asian or Native Hawaiian and Other 
Pacific islander (and may or may 
not have reported any other race). 
Real median income also declined 
by 4.0 percent for households with 
householders who reported his or 



her race as being only Asian or only 
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific 
Islander or as Asian and Native 
Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander. 
Median income declined 2.9 percent 
for households with householders 



who were of Hispanic origin (see 
Table l). 3 



1 The differences between the percentage 

declines in household income by race and 

Hispanic origin are not statistically significant. 
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Table 1 . 

Household Income by Race and Hispanic Origin and Income Definition: 2001 and 
2002-Con. 



(See text for comparability issues regarding 2001 and 2002 race data using single and multiple race reporting methods. Households as of 
March of the following year) 





2001 




2002 






Race and Hispanic origin 




Median income 
(in 2002 dollars) 


Race and Hispanic origin 




Median income 


Percent 
change 
in real 
income 
2002 
less 
2001 


90-percent 
confi- 
dence 
interval 1 
(±) of 
percent 
change 


Number 

(thousands) 


Value 

(dollars) 


90-percent 
confi- 
dence 
interval 1 
(± dollars) 


Number 

(thousands) 


Value 

(dollars) 


90-percent 
confi- 
dence 
interval 1 
(± dollars) 


Ml - Tx + NC + HE (MONEY 
INCOME PLUS REALIZED 
CAPITAL GAINS (LOSSES), 
LESS INCOME AND PAYROLL 
TAXES, PLUS VALUE OF 
EMPLOYER-PROVIDED 
HEALTH BENEFITS AND ALL 
NONCASH TRANSFERS, PLUS 
IMPUTED RETURN TO HOME 
EQUITY) 




















All races 


109,297 

90.682 


43,925 


214 


All races 


111,278 

92,740 


43,760 

45,635 


220 


-0.4 


0.6 


While 


45.631 


234 


White alone or in combination. . . . 


232 




0.6 










White alone 2 


91,645 

81,166 


45,743 

47,199 


234 


0.2 


0.6 


White, not Hispanic 


80,818 


47,033 


265 


White alone, not Hispanic .... 


252 


0.4 


0.6 


Black 


13,315 


31,891 


477 


Black alone or in combination. . . . 


13,778 


31,523 


474 


-1.2 


1.7 










Black alone 3 


13,465 

4,079 


31,408 

50,312 


479 


-1.5 


1.7 


Asian and Pacific Islander 


4,071 


51,624 


1,152 


Asian alone or in combination. . . . 


1,207 


-2.5 


2.6 










Asian alone 4 


3,917 


50,604 


1,252 

1,158 


-2.0 


2.6 










Asian, Native Hawaiian and Other 
Pacific Islander, alone or in com- 
bination 


4,371 


49,920 


*-3.3 


2.5 










Asian and/or Native Hawaiian and 
Other Pacific Islander 5 


4,164 


50,242 


1,199 


*-2.7 


2.6 


Hispanic origin (of any race) 


10,499 


35,882 


543 


Hispanic origin (of any race) 


11,339 


35,447 


610 


-1.2 


1.5 



- Represents zero or rounds to zero. 'Significantly different from zero at the 90-percent confidence level. 

1 For an explanation of confidence inten/als, see “Standard errors and their use” at www.census.gov/hhes/income/incQme02/sa.pdi. 

^The 2003 Current Population Survey allowed respondents to choose more than one race. White alone refers to people who reported White and did not 
report any other race category. The use of this single-race population does not imply that it is the preferred method of presenting or analyzing data. The Census 
Bureau uses a variety of approaches. Information on people who reported more than one race, such as “White and American Indian and Alaska Native” or 
“Asian and Black or African American," in Census 2000 is forthcoming and will be available through American FactFinder in 2003. About 2.6 percent of people 
reported more than one race. 

3 Black alone refers to people who reported Black and did not report any other race category. 

4 Asian alone refers to people who reported Asian and did not report any other race category. 

5 Asian and/or Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander refers to people who reported either or both of these categories, but did not report any other 
category. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2002 and 2003 Annual Social and Economic Supplements. 



Under the four alternative income 
measures, none of the race or 
Hispanic groups showed a decline 
in real household income between 
2001 and 2002 except for house- 
holds with householders who were 
Asian or Native Hawaiian and 
Other Pacific islander (and may or 
may not have reported any other 
race). These households experi- 
enced declines of 4.1 percent 
under income definition Ml-Tx; 

3.0 percent under income 
definition MI-Tx+NC-MM; 

3.2 percent under income 
definition MI-Tx+NC; and 



3.3 percent under income defini- 
tion MI-Tx+NC+HE (see Table l). 4 

Households with householders who 
indicated they were Black and did not 
report any other race had the lowest 
median income for each of the 
income definitions (see Figure l). 5 



■' The differences among the percentage 
declines in median household income by 
income definitions were not statistically 
significant. 

* The differences among the median 
incomes for households with householders 
who reported Black are not statistically sig- 
nificant. The levels of household income for 
different groups are influenced by many dif- 
ferent variables such as number of earners 
and household size. 



Their 2002 median money income 
was $29,026, which was 62 per- 
cent of the median for households 
with non-Hispanic householders 
who reported a single race catego- 
ry of White; $26,168 under defini- 
tion Ml-Tx, 65 percent of the non- 
Hispanic White median; $28,338 
under definition MI-Tx+NC-MM, 

66 percent of the non-Hispanic 
White median; $30,576 under defi- 
nition MI-Tx+NC, 68 percent of the 
non-Hispanic White median; and 
$31 ,048 or 67 percent of the 
non-Hispanic White median under 
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the most comprehensive income 
definition, MI-Tx+NC+HE. 6 

Median money income for house- 
holds with an Hispanic origin 
householder was 533,1 03 in 2002 
which was 71 percent of the 
median for households with non- 
Hispanic householders who report- 
ed a single race category of White 
and 14 percent higher than house- 
holds with householders who 
reported a single race category of 
Black. The Hispanic-to-non-Hispanic 
White median income relationships 
under the alternative income defini- 
tions were 75 percent for defini- 
tions Ml-Tx and MI-Tx+NC+HE and 
77 percent for definitions Ml- 
Tx+NC-MM and MI-Tx+NC. The 
Hispanic-to-Black median income 
relationships were 1 1 6 percent for 
definitions Ml-Tx; 1 1 5 percent for 
MI-Tx+NC-MM; and 1 13 percent for 
MI-Tx+NC and MI-Tx+NC+HE. 7 

Households with householders 
who reported Asian as his or her 
only race category had the highest 
median income under all defini- 
tions of income. 8 Their 2002 
median money income was 
$52,626, 1 1 2 percent of the medi- 
an for households with non- 
Hispanic householders who report- 
ed a single race category of White; 
544,080 under definition Ml-Tx, 

1 1 0 percent of the non-Hispanic 
White median; 547,501 under defi- 
nition MI-Tx+NC-MM, 1 1 1 percent 
of the non-Hispanic White median; 
548,954 under definition MI- 
Tx+NC, 108 percent of the non- 
Hispanic White median; and 
550,604 or 107 percent of the 
non-Hispanic White median under 



* The income ratios for MI-Tx+NC-MM 
and MI-Tx+NC+HE were not different from 
one another. 

7 The income ratio for MI-Tx+NC-MM was 
not different from Mi-Tx+NC and MI- 
Tx+NC+HE. 

3 The differences among the median 
incomes for households with householders 
who reported Asian are not statistically sig- 
nificant. 



Figure 1 . 

Median Household Income by Race and Hispanic 
Origin of Householder and Income Definition: 2002 



$52,626 




NC-MM NC NC + HE 



Asian alone 

White alone, 
not Hispanic 

All races 

Hispanic origin 
(of any race) 

Black alone 



Income definition 



Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 200S Annual Social and 
Economic Supplement. 



Racial Group Comparisons in the 2003 
Current Population Survey 

For the first time in 2003, CPS respondents could identify themselves 
in more than one racial group; previously they had to choose one. 9 
This may complicate year-to-year comparisons. We do not know how 
people who reported more than one race in 2003 previously reported 
their race; there is no single way to compare changes in income by 
race. This report compares 2001 single-race data with two different 
sets of race data for 2002: one comparison based on those who report- 
ed only one race and another comparison based on those who report- 
ed more than one race. For example, this report compares the 2001 
income figures for Blacks with 2002 income figures for two groups: 

1 . Those who reported Black and did not report any other race (alone). 

2. Those who reported Black and did not report any other race or 
Black who reported some other race (alone or in combination). 

This report provides year-to-year comparisons for each racial group 
except American Indians and Alaska Natives, and Native Hawaiians and 
Other Pacific Islanders, because the sample was not sufficiently large. 

9 The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) establishes the guidelines for the col- 
lection and classification of data for race (including the option for respondents to mark 
more than one race) and Hispanic origin. Race and Hispanic origin are treated as sepa- 
rate and distinct concepts in accordance with OMB guidelines. For further information, 
see www.whitehouse.gov/omb/ombdir / 5.html. 
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